
When we help heal
abuse, we uplift our
whole community.

CenterForChildrenCAC.org • 970-245-3788
2350 G Rd. Grand Junction, Colorado 81505

- Donate Today -

It’s difficult to accept that child abuse happens here.
But it does. The only way to help abused children is to not
turn away - walk with them, listen to them, believe them,

fight for them, help them, and uplift them.

All services are provided free of charge
due to your generous donations.
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W
hen the Center for Children gets 
involved in the life of a child, it’s not 
because the child has won a lifetime 

supply of sunshine and rainbows. The Center 
is a recently nationally re-accredited child 
advocacy group center (CAC) that works with 
children who are suspected victims of sexual 
abuse, serious physical abuse and for children 
who may have witnessed a violent crime. 

In spite of the serious and life-altering 
nature of what it does, the Center doesn’t want 
to have a sad, dark or frightening image in the 
community. Instead, it wants to be known as a 
place of hope and healing. For safety reasons, 
and because of the sensitive nature of its work, 
the Center doesn’t necessarily want to bring 
more awareness to its physical location or the 
clients and children it serves. 

“We want to do more within the commu-
nity to bring awareness of what we do,” said 
Mistalynn Meyeraan, the executive director for 
the Center. 

One of the goals of the Center is to prevent 
child abuse, and prevention occurs when peo-
ple are aware of the Center’s existence and are 
familiar with the typical signs of abuse. 

“We want people to be aware and vigilant 
regarding the safety and well-being of children, 
especially in the summertime when those 
many mandatory reporters are not around 
children,” Meyeraan said.

In addition to preventing abuse, the Center 
hopes to uplift the community through its 
work; helping victims to not only survive but 
who thrive as happy, well-adjusted members of 
the community. The Center worked with a mar-
keting firm to create a hot air balloon image 
that represented the Grand Valley, and the Cen-
ter’s work, to uplift the the lives of those whose 
lives are impacted by abuse and violence. The 
final image of the balloon was deliberately left 
black and white, and the Center has sponsored 
coloring contests with children to color it in 
and bring it to life, while also bringing aware-
ness of the Center’s purpose. Meyeraan also 
wanted to display the image in a prominent 
place in the community where it would remind 
people of the Center’s goals and mission. 

“I first reached out to downtown Grand 
Junction in search of a partner in art,” said 
Meyeraan. “Through Grand Junction Creates 
and the Grand Junction Commission on Arts 
and Culture, my search landed me at a perfect 
space outside of the Central Library.” 

Mesa County Public Library is part of the 
creative district, and supports local art and 
artists in a variety of ways, including its 
artist-in-residency program and the numerous 
displays by local artists inside the building. 
The outside of the library building, however, is 
a bit on the bland side. 

“We wanted to add art on the exterior to con-
nect with the creative district,” said Michelle 
Boisvenue-Fox, the library director. “We had 
already had a pre-conversation on another 
mural with the creative district.” 

The Downtown Development District con-
nected Meyeraan to Boisvenue-Fox, and once 
the two directors started the conversation, they 
realized that the library and the Center shared 
many goals of helping children and providing 
a safe place. It was a good match made even 
better, since the library had contacts with 
many local artists, and had previously worked 
with the Center’s chosen artist, Pavia Justin-
ian, who had been an artist-in-residence at 
the library and who has done other public art 
around town. 

“It was a great project,” said Justinian. 
“Even though someone created the design, I 
was able to put my own spin on it.” 

It took a few weeks for Justinian to create the 
mural, which depicts many iconic Grand Valley 
items, such as peaches, bicycles, Mt. Garfield, 
Colorado National Monument and the Colorado 
River. It’s also an image of hope and light, with 
the sun shining over it all, and the logo used by 
the Center For Children on the basket. 

“We can talk and talk about preventing child 
abuse,” said Meyeraan, “but people respond to 
a visual aid differently.” 

The Center is planning to include a plaque 
that will give more information to library 
patrons, but in the meantime, it hopes that the 
image will remind people that child abuse is 
also an issue here in the Grand Valley, but with 
intervention and treatment, there is hope and 
healing.

Center for Children works to uplift the lives of 
children that have suffered trauma
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Learn more at
endhungermesaco.org
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The Mesa County Blueprint to End Hunger is…

• A partnership of the Western Colorado Community
Foundation and the Mesa County Hunger Alliance

• A community vision that builds on successful programs and
challenges us to do more

• A strategic collaboration of nonprofits working
toward true change

• A local action plan that everyone can support

HUNGER
MATTERS...
Let’s end it in
MESA COUNTY
We’ve got a plan,

JOIN US!
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By FELICIA FONSECA
The Associated Press

A hot air balloon hit a power 
line and crashed onto a busy 
street in Albuquerque on Sat-
urday, killing all five people on 
board, including the parents of  
an Albuquerque police officer, 
police said.

The crash happened around 
7 a.m. in the city’s west side, po-
lice spokesman Gilbert Gallegos 
said. Police identified two of  the 
passengers as Martin Martinez, 
59, and Mary Martinez, 62 — the 
parents of  a prison transport 
officer with the Albuquerque 
Police Department.

Police did not immediately re-
lease the others’ names but said 
the male pilot, and a female and 
male passenger were from cen-
tral New Mexico.

Martin Martinez also had 
worked for Albuquerque po-
lice on bicycle patrol but most 
recently was a sergeant with 
the local school district’s police 
force, authorities said. Some 
Albuquerque officers who 
responded to the crash had 
worked with him and were sent 
home because it took a toll on 
them, said police Chief Harold 
Medina.

“It really emphasized the 
point that no matter how big we 
think we are, we’re still a tight-
knit community and incidents 
like this affect us all,” Medina 
said.

The Albuquerque Public 
Schools District said Martin 
Martinez “will forever be re-

membered for his lifelong dedi-
cation, courage and selflessness 
to the profession of  law enforce-
ment.”

The intersection where the 
balloon crashed was still cor-
doned off  late Saturday after-
noon. The multi-colored balloon 
had skirted the top of  the power 
lines, sending at least one dan-
gling and temporarily knocking 
out power to more than 13,000 
homes, said police spokesman 
Gilbert Gallegos.

The gondola fell about 100 
feet and crashed in the street’s 
median, catching on fire, the 
Federal Aviation Administra-
tion said. Bystanders frantically 
called out for a fire extinguisher 
to put out the flames and prayed 
aloud, video posted online 
showed.

The envelope of  the balloon 
floated away, eventually land-
ing on a residential rooftop, 
Gallegos said. The FAA did not 
immediately have registration 
details for the balloon but iden-
tified it as a Cameron 0-120.

Authorities haven’t deter-
mined what caused the crash. 
The National Transportation 
Safety Board sent two investi-
gators to the scene Saturday 
who will look into the pilot, the 
balloon itself  and the operating 
environment, said spokesman 
Peter Knudson. A preliminary 
report typically is available in a 
couple of  weeks.

Gallegos said hot air balloons 
can be difficult to manage, par-
ticularly when the wind kicks 
up.

“Our balloonists tend to be 
very much experts at navigat-
ing, but sometimes we have 
these types of  tragic accidents,” 
he said.

Albuquerque is a mecca for 
hot air ballooning. The city 
hosts a nine-day event in Oc-
tober that draws hundreds of  
thousands of  spectators and pi-
lots from around the world. It is 
one of  the most photographed 
events globally.

Albuquerque-area residents 
are treated to colorful displays 
of  balloons floating over homes 
and along the Rio Grande 
throughout the year. While ac-
cidents aren’t common, they 
happen.

“This is a tragedy that is 
uniquely felt and hits unique-
ly hard at home here in Albu-
querque and in the ballooning 
community,” said Albuquerque 
Mayor Tim Keller.

Since 2008, there have been 
12 fatal hot air ballooning acci-
dents in the United States, ac-
cording to an NTSB database. 
Two of those happed in Rio Ran-
cho just outside Albuquerque, 
including one in January where 
a passenger who was ejected 
from the gondola after a hard 
landing died from his injuries.

In 2016 in neighboring Texas, 
a hot air balloon hit high-ten-
sion power lines before crash-
ing into a pasture in the central 
part of  the state. All 16 people 
on board died. Federal author-
ities said at the time it was the 
worst such disaster in U.S. his-
tory.

5 die in hot air balloon crash 
in New Mexico’s largest city
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Albuquerque Fire Rescue crews work on victims of the fatal balloon crash at Unser and Central SW in 
Albuquerque, N.M., on Saturday. Five people were killed in the crash.
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NEW YORK — Johnson & 
Johnson has agreed to pay $230 
million to New York state to set-
tle claims that the pharmaceuti-
cal giant helped fuel the opioid 
crisis, Attorney General Letitia 
James said on Saturday.

The drugmaker also agreed 
to permanently end the man-
ufacturing and distribution of  
opioids across New York and 
the rest of  the nation, James 
said in a statement announcing 
the settlement.

The company “helped fuel 
this fire, but today they’re com-
mitting to leaving the opioid 
business — not only in New 
York, but across the entire 
country,” she said.

The deal involving a lawsuit 
brought by James in 2019 re-
moves Johnson & Johnson from 
a trial that is slated to begin next 
week on Long Island — part of  
a slew of litigation over an ep-
idemic linked to nearly 500,000 
deaths over the past two decades.

In its own statement on Satur-
day, Johnson & Johnson down-
played the attorney general’s 
announcement. It said the set-
tlement involved two prescrip-
tion painkillers — developed by 
a subsidiary and accounting for 
less than 1% of the market — 
that are already no longer sold 
in the U.S.

The settlement was “not an 
admission of  liability or wrong-
doing by the company,” John-

J&J agrees to pay $230M to settle opioid claim
son & Johnson said. It added 
that its actions “relating to the 
marketing and promotion of  
important prescription pain 
medications were appropriate 
and responsible.”

The settlement was the latest 
development in the complicat-
ed universe of  opioid-related 
lawsuits across the U.S. that 
has drawn comparisons to the 
multistate litigation against to-
bacco companies in the 1990s. 
It reflects a path being taken by 

some big drug companies that 
see settling as in their best inter-
ests, in part because that route 
would likely not cost as much as 
losing in court repeatedly.

Johnson & Johnson — along 
with distributors Amerisource-
Bergen, Cardinal Health and 
McKesson — made public last 
year that they were offering a 
total of  $26 billion over 18 years 
to settle all the cases they face, 
with the money going to abate 
the crisis.

Want your photo on the 
You Saw It page?

Email your high-resolution 
photos that have a person  

in them to 
yousawit@gjsentinel.com.

Include names of those 
pictured and who 
took the photo.


