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Let’s end hunger

Gerald Ford: The accidental 
president who wore power lightly

Trump’s presidential pardons 
serve himself — not justice
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N
obody has to go hungry in Mesa County, but many do despite the 
best efforts of  local government and community-based nonprof-
its.

The problem is not lack of  caring or attention. There are dozens of  
stories of  food pantries, backpack programs, community gardens and 
food recovery networks all pitching in to feed the hungry in Mesa Coun-
ty. But they often work in silos.

Friday’s Mesa County Leadership Forum on Hunger aimed to change 
that. It was the first summit in the state to brainstorm innovative solu-
tions to hunger and to discuss ways to implement the Colorado Blue-
print to End Hunger — a statewide initiative supported by six goals to 
end food insecurity in the state. 

The summit was a way of  getting Mesa County organizations on the 
same page. The discussion, as reported by the Sentinel’s Wyatt Hurt, 
centered on strengthening hunger relief  organizations, addressing out-
of-school hunger, increasing fresh produce for hunger relief, expanding 
recovery of  food waste, involving health care providers and spreading 
public awareness.

This is more than a humanitarian issue. Hunger impacts all of  us in 
the way its negative consequences ripple through the community. For 
example, teenagers who are hungry are five times more likely to die by 
suicide. Hunger is linked to health, economic security and educational 
attainment. Having reliable access to enough healthy foods positively 
influences the health and well-being of  Mesa County residents at every 
stage of  life.

Federal food assistance programs are the most effective avenue to 
supplement the food budgets of  low-income families. The Mesa County 
Department of  Human Services issues an incredible amount of  food 
purchasing power to people who meet eligibility for the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program. In 2017, 8,895 Mesa County households 
received an average of  $258.84 a month for a total of  $27.6 million.

But the program is underutilized, not just here, but across the state. 
In fact, Colorado has one of  the lowest enrollment rankings in the 
county in both SNAP and WIC (the program for women, infants and 
children), ranking 44th and 48th lowest, respectively.

County officials have focused on reducing backlogs from the pro-
cessing of  intake paperwork to the point where people can get benefits 
quickly. But there are two cultural factors that seem to stymie their 
efforts to get more people enrolled. One is pride. Some eligible recipi-
ents would rather struggle than accept public assistance. The other is 
the stigma or using the benefits and being judged harshly by members 
of  this community.

Many of  these recipients work full-time jobs or several part-time jobs. 
They are the working poor just trying to get by. If  we recognize the im-
portance of  ending hunger in the community, we must begin to change 
our thinking about people who utilize these resources to keep their 
children fed. Children who utilize SNAP benefits have an 18 percent 
higher graduation rate than their peers who are eligible for benefits but 
don’t use them.

Hilltop has had tremendous success getting people enrolled in Medic-
aid by providing assistance with paperwork. Perhaps they could do the 
same with SNAP. One idea is to send an offer to help through the Kids 
Aid Backpack program, which provided 68,000 packs of  food in 2017. 
A note would explain how Hilltop representatives can help families in 
need of  assistance navigate the system.

 It’s these kinds of  collaborations and teamwork that will make the 
great work of  our nonprofits even more effective.

We need to keep our air 
smoke- and vape-free

A
llowing marijuana smoking or vap-
ing in any public place or workplace 
is the wrong direction for Colorado. 

No one should be forced to breathe smoke, 
whether it is from tobacco, marijuana, or 
vaping in public places or workplaces.

If  signed into law by Gov. John Hickenlooper, 
House Bill 1258 would allow marijuana shops to 

establish “tasting” rooms for people 
to consume marijuana on-site using 
electronic smoking devices. Electronic 
smoking devices emit harmful par-
ticulates and chemicals that could 
travel into neighboring businesses or 
residences, affect workers who per-
form maintenance or deliver services, 
and expose employees or volunteers. 
A recent study indicates that signifi-
cant amounts of  toxic metals, includ-
ing lead, leak from some e-cigarette 
heating coils. An exploding electronic 
smoking device killed a Florida man 
recently. Amendment 64 says that 
marijuana cannot be consumed openly 
or in public places or in a manner that 
endangers others.

HB 1258 could be difficult to enforce. 
Some electronic smoking devices can 
contain tobacco, marijuana, and other 
drugs, according to the Centers for 
Disease Control. To ensure consistency 
and aid enforcement, smoke-free laws 
should apply to tobacco and marijuana.

HB 1258 is a step backwards. More 
than 25 communities in Colorado 
(including Pueblo) have strengthened 
their local laws restricting smoking 
and vaping in public places and work-
places. Many include outdoor areas 
like parks, playgrounds, amphithe-
aters, trails, and open space.

Group to Alleviate Smoking Pollu-
tion hopes Gov. Hickenlooper will veto 
House Bill 1258 and keep our smoke-
free laws strong.

I am the president of  the Colorado 
Group to Alleviate Smoking Pollution 
(GASP). We work to eliminate exposure 
to secondhand smoke from the air we 
breathe at work, in public places, and 
in multiunit housing through educa-
tion and policy change. 

PETE BIALIK
Boulder

No need to ridicule perpetrator 
who must now pay for crime
I was most upset when I opened the 

paper this morning to see the headline 
on the Scott Hirschbuhl article.

That is ridiculing a person for his 
wrongdoing in order to sell papers.  Mr. 
Hirschbuhl made a mistake for which 
he will now have to pay. I feel sorry 
for the victim, but that is not reason to 
ridicule the perpetrator.

 
BONNIE HANDY

Fruita

Mitsch Bush has the record 
and devotion to beat Tipton
Why elect Diane Mitsch Bush to run 

against Scott Tipton in 2018? If  you’ve 
met Diane, as I have, you know she’s 
smart, she’s tough, and she’s also 
able to get things done. She supports 
universal health care with a champion 
rating from the Colorado Foundation 
of  Universal Healthcare.

She’s taken the NO Fossil Fuel 
Pledge. She works for public education, 
environmental protection, and econom-
ic equality for all. She’s been named 
Legislator of  the Year by the Trucker’s 
Union, the Rocky Mountain Farmer’s 
Union, the Colorado Livestock Asso-
ciation, and Conservation Colorado. 
That’s an admirable cross-section of  
Congressional District 3. She’s been 
endorsed by Progressive Democrats of  
America (PDA), former Gov. Bill Ritter, 
and the Colorado AFL-CIO, among 
others. She’s a principled representa-
tive who has stood up to the NRA, the 
oil and gas lobby, and will stand up 
against the Trump agenda. She’s also a 

skilled legislator with the experience to 
get things done the moment she steps 
into office.

Some try to imply that after five 
consecutive wins for public office as 
a two-term county commissioner and 
three-term Statehouse representative, 
Diane is a career politician. In fact, 
Diane is a career public servant.

We need to vote for the candidate 
who has proven her ability to win, has 
proven her dedication to the demo-
cratic process, has proven her service 
to her constituents, and who is the 
only candidate who can unseat Tipton 
in CD3. That would be Diane Mitsch 
Bush. 

Vote for Diane in the June 26 prima-
ry.

CHUCK TIDD
Moffat

Voting for Democrats imperils 
benefits of  Trump’s tax cuts
Primary season is already in full 

swing for November’s midterm elec-
tions, reminding us there is a lot at 
stake this year. Consider the Tax Cuts 
and Jobs Act, for example. 

House Minority Leader Nancy 
Pelosi said her first priority, if  the 
Democrats take over the House, will 
be to repeal the middle-class tax cuts 
that Republicans passed last year. In 
fact, Democrats introduced a bill with 
that exact goal.

Considering the clear success of  
these tax cuts, why are Democrats so 
eager to take them away?

JIM BURGESS
Columbus, Ohio

I
f, as is often said, a president’s 
budget proposal presents a 
glimpse of  his heart, a president’s 

use of  his pardon power offers a 
companion, and even more telling, 
X-ray of  his soul.

Writing a budget involves making 
trade-offs and priorities, but these 
must be examined and ratified by 
others, elsewhere. The power to par-
don is more uniquely personal, both 
in that pardons tend to be granted to individuals, 
based on the circumstances of  their particular 
cases, and in that it is an authority that resides 
solely within the purview of  the president.

What, then, does President Trump’s suite of  
pardons — five over the course of  his still-young 
presidency — tell us? Bill Clinton, George W. 
Bush and Barack Obama each took about two 
years to dispense their first pardons. Trump, by 
contrast, has embraced his role as what Alexan-
der Hamilton described as the “dispenser of  the 
mercy of  government.”

Except that Trump’s twisted brand of  mercy is 
shaping up as a particularly ugly version of  that 
lofty Hamiltonian vision, variously self-serving 
in its recipients, tactical in its application and 
willfully dismissive of  the countervailing consid-
erations that a responsible president would take 
into account before intervening in the ordinary 
criminal process.

And so Thursday’s move to pardon conserva-
tive author and admitted felon Dinesh D’Souza 
was repulsive but not out of  character. The qual-
ity of  Trump’s mercy skews in a decidedly par-
tisan direction. See also, former Arizona Sheriff  
Joe Arpaio and, although this pardon is more jus-
tifiable, former Dick Cheney aide Scooter Libby.

To secure a Trump pardon, it helps to be a live 
Republican, a dead black man whose cause has 
been taken up by a white celebrity (boxer Jack 
Johnson, courtesy of  Sylvester Stallone), or an 
ordinary schmo whose offense (mishandling of  
classified information) happened to look a lot like 
that of  a certain political opponent who Trump 
thinks should have been locked up.

Or, as Trump hinted Thursday in discussing 
a pardon for Martha Stewart and a sentence 
commutation for former Illinois Gov. Rod Blago-
jevich, a former contestant on his “Apprentice” 
show.

Certainly, Trump is not the first president to 
use the pardon power in distasteful ways. Clin-
ton’s last-day-in-office pardon of  fugitive finan-
cier Marc Rich, following extensive political and 
charitable contributions to Clinton interests by 
Rich’s ex-wife, is a pungent example.

Yet there is something particularly wrong, 

particularly askew, in Trump’s 
pardoning. Partly it is his sloppy 
impulsivity, without going through 
the ordinary process of  consider-
ation by the Justice Department or 
satisfying the usual criteria (a five-
year waiting period after serving a 
sentence; “acceptance of  responsi-
bility, remorse, and atonement for 
the offense”).

But even more it is the disdain in 
which Trump holds the legal process — a disdain 
whose public expression in the form of  pardons 
helps reinforce Trump’s case of  a criminal jus-
tice system that is rigged, unfair and unworthy 
of  respect. Trump’s pardon of  Arpaio for his 
criminal contempt for disobeying a court order to 
halt racial profiling underscored the president’s 
contempt for the judiciary.

The D’Souza pardon makes Trump’s point even 
more explicitly. “He was treated very unfairly 
by our government,” Trump tweeted of  D’Souza. 
Unfairly?

This is a man who pleaded guilty to deliber-
ately violating campaign contribution limits on 
behalf  of  a friend running for a New York Senate 
seat, using straw donors to give her money, 
which he then reimbursed. While he claimed to 
be the target of  selective prosecution by a Demo-
cratic administration, the judge who oversaw his 
case dismissed that assertion as “nonsense.”

But don’t let facts intrude. “What my case 
shows in miniature is the way Obama and Hillary 
(Clinton) too have gangster-ized US politics,” 
D’Souza said on Laura Ingraham’s radio show 
Thursday. So much for remorse. But it’s easy to 
see how nicely D’Souza’s assertions of  victim-
hood dovetail with Trump’s they’re-out-to-get-me 
strategy.

So, too, with the president’s clemency-in-wait-
ing for Stewart and Blagojevich. Stewart was 
convicted of  obstructing justice and lying — why 
take that crime so seriously? Blagojevich was 
convicted on corruption charges that Trump 
dismissed as “being stupid and saying things that 
... many other politicians say.” How convenient to 
use a Democratic politician to transform crimi-
nal bribery into mere “bravado.”

And if  Trump’s freely flowing pardons have 
the salutary side effect of  suggesting to those 
caught up in the Russia probe that they might 
ultimately benefit from presidential clemency, so 
much the better, from his vantage point. As with 
everything else in this administration, the act of  
pardoning is not about serving justice, it is about 
serving Trump.

Washington Post Writers Group

W
ithin 17 days in the 
autumn of  1975 — first in 
Sacramento, then in San 

Francisco — two separate hand-
gun-wielding women attempted 
to assassinate the president. Had 
either succeeded, and each was 
close enough to have done so, the 
nation would have had a third 
president in 14 months, and a 
second consecutive one who had 
never been on a national ticket. Gerald Ford 
survived to continue with an 895-day presi-
dency during which the nation regained its 
equilibrium after Watergate and Vietnam.

The only president to have reached the 
Oval Office without first appearing on a 
ballot for either vice president or president, 
Ford became vice president (under the 25th 
Amendment) when scandals forced Richard 
Nixon’s vice president, Spiro Agnew, to resign. 
Ford became president when Nixon resigned. 
Had Ford been assassinated, his vice presi-
dent, Nelson Rockefeller (also confirmed by 
Congress under the 25th Amendment), would 
have become president. Today, with the nation 
seemingly more irritable and depressed than 
at any time since then, it is well to fondly 
remember the 38th president, which Donald 
Rumsfeld does in “When the Center Held: 
Gerald Ford and the Rescue of  the American 
Presidency.” Readers can tickle from this book 
a reason for looking on the bright side of, or at 
least for an inadvertent benefit from, the 45th 
president.

Ford was the most accomplished athlete 
ever to hold the nation’s highest elective office: 
For three seasons he was the center (hence 
Rumsfeld’s title) on University of  Michigan’s 
football teams, two of  which were undefeat-
ed national champions. Yet because of  a few 
public stumbles related to a football-weakened 
knee, he is remembered as awkward. His lack 
of  rhetorical nimbleness, one instance of  
which might have cost him the 1976 election, 
elicited condescension from critics, few of  
whom were, as he was, graduates of  Yale Law 
School.

When he was sworn in as president on 
Aug. 9, 1974, only 36 percent of  Americans 
expressed trust in government, down from 
77 percent in 1964. And the inflation rate was 
10.9 percent, the highest since 1947: Nothing  
destroys faith in government faster than its 
currency failing as a store of  value. To cau-
terize the Watergate wound, Ford pardoned 
Nixon, an act both statesmanlike — it spared 
the nation additional years of  rancor — and 

politically damaging: Ford’s job 
approval plunged 31 points. And 
he was clueless about inflation, 
urging people to drive less and 
buy cheaper groceries. Rumsfeld, 
who served as Ford’s White House 
chief  of  staff  and then secretary of  
defense, delicately says this “per-
plexed a number of  our country’s 
top economists.”

In January 1975, in his first State 
of  the Union address, delivered three months 
before the last helicopters lifted the remnants 
of  the U.S. presence in Vietnam off  the roof  of  
the Saigon embassy, Ford said: “The state of  
the Union is not good.” Ronald Reagan agreed 
and began planning his attempt to wrest the 
1976 Republican nomination from Ford.

That fate had dealt Ford a miserable hand 
of  cards did not discombobulate him, largely 
because, as Rumsfeld says, he had not “come to 
the Oval Office with an outsized view of  him-
self.” Never having campaigned other than in 
Michigan’s 5th Congressional District (Grand 
Rapids), he nevertheless won the 1976 GOP 
nomination, and probably would have won the 
election if, during a debate with Jimmy Carter, 
he had inserted the word “permanently” in his 
statement that Eastern European peoples did 
not “consider themselves dominated by the 
Soviet Union.”

Rumsfeld, who calls Ford “the president we 
always wanted that we didn’t know we had,” 
tiptoes up to a comparison with today’s Wash-
ington when he says the city “can be a mag-
net for sizable personalities” and that Ford’s 
“saving grace” was that he was not like that: 
“His calm, thoughtful and steadfast nature was 
remarkable in Washington, D.C., even in his 
own day, and some might assert even more so 
now.” Do tell.

The current president’s contribution — un-
intended but not insignificant — to America’s 
civic health might be to help cure the country 
of  unreasonable fastidiousness regarding pres-
idential aspirants. For a while, at least, many 
voters will be less inclined than they once were 
to measure candidates with a political mi-
crometer that encourages voters to be exces-
sively finicky, rejecting candidates for minor 
blemishes, only to wind up with one who is 
all blemish. More than four decades on from 
Ford’s accidental presidency, this man who 
wore plaid trousers and wore power lightly is a 
reminder that the nation can always do worse 
than to embrace normality.

Washington Post Writers Group

RUTH MARCUS
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