
Thinking About Your 
Charitable Legacy



A word about our logo

•  The circle reflects a sense of 
community and our connectedness  
to others…. 

•  The spiral reflects the power of 
endowment, a permanent gift that 
keeps on giving… 

•  The petroglyph symbolizes those 
who have been before us and  
have left their mark….

L E A V E  Y O U R  M A R K
CHARITABLE  ENDOWMENTS  FOR  COMMUNITY  GOOD



The power of endowment –  
the charitable gift that keeps on giving, 
keeps on growing

Support a passion or a favorite cause

The Western Colorado Community Foundation (WCCF) works with 
community-minded people in seven counties in western Colorado 
to establish and manage permanent endowment funds for charitable 
purposes. 

Many of our donors establish these funds while they are alive; other 
donors make provisions for a planned gift or end-of-life gift as part of 
their will or estate plan. In this way, our donors are leaving legacy gifts 
to benefit their favorite causes and help future generations. 

These endowments will provide ongoing funding, in the donor’s name  
(or anonymously), long after the donor is gone.

Legacy is a fancy word to describe something you 
leave behind when you are gone. Your children, your  
professional work and accomplishments, and gifts to 
help your community are all part of the legacy you 
might leave.

Endowment gifts are described as “the gift that keeps 
on giving, the gift that keeps on growing.” 

Unlike other charitable donations that might be 
“used up” as a one-time gift, endowments provide 
ongoing funding for something you care about – for 
years to come.

Help those in need



  Enhance the community you call home

As you think about your own charitable legacy and  
establishing an endowment fund at our Community  
Foundation, here are some questions you might want  
to think about:

•  What community organizations or causes have you been 
involved with – as a volunteer or donor or board member –   
that mattered the most to you?

•  Why is this community organization or cause important to 
you? Would you want to support it in an ongoing way?

•  Is there a group where you are an active member (e.g., 
your church, a membership organization like the 
Audubon Society or a service club) which you would 
like to support by setting up an endowment to continue 
providing an annual contribution of financial support in 
your name?

•  Are there family members (your parents, your spouse, 
or another loved one) you would like to honor and 
memorialize by setting up an endowment in their name 
to support something near and dear to their hearts?

Honor a loved one

Thinking about your Charitable Legacy



“Both my wife and I and one of our 
daughters are teachers...   
Education is a really important value in our 
family. We set up a scholarship fund to help 
graduating high school students who want 
to become teachers be able to attend college 
and go into a field we think is important.”

 
“My mother was the most gentle and 
caring person I ever knew...  
She always helped out at the soup kitchen 
and took food to the sick and elderly unable 
to leave their homes. We set up a fund in 
mom’s name to provide food, clothing and 
shelter to those in need in our community.”

“Our nephew died young,  
in his twenties...  
He always loved hunting and fishing and 
hiking. He loved western Colorado. We 
wanted to do something that would allow 
other young people to enjoy the outdoors 
and to preserve the forests and wildnerness 
for future generations. Every year we make  
a donation from our fund in his memory.”

Some donor stories...

Involve your family in giving to others



Established in 1996, WCCF promotes 
and manages charitable endowments 
for community good. Earnings on these  
endowments provide grants and scholarships 
to benefit people here in western Colorado.

We manage millions of dollars and more 
than 150 donor funds. Our donors come 
from many backgrounds and have their own  
charitable interests but share a common 
commitment to the community they call 
home. Each fund is separately accounted 
for, and has its own name and purpose as  
determined by the donor who established 
the fund.

Our endowment assets are managed by  
professional investment managers to grow 
over the long-term. All legal, tax and 
administrative requirements are handled 
by WCCF, which complies with all 
IRS regulations and national standards 
for our field. Our donors can have  
confidence their endowment gifts will be  
well-managed for future generations.

Establishing a legacy fund is quick and easy. 
Please call for more information about tax 
benefits and how to establish a charitable 
endowment at our Community Foundation.

Create your legacy fund today

Partnering with individuals,  
families and organizations  
to create a permanent  
charitable legacy

P.O. Box 4334 
Grand Junction, CO 81502

Tel: 970-243-3767 

Visit us:  www.wc-cf.org

Certified by the Council of Foundations


