
 

 

 

Alleviating Child Hunger in our Region 
 

 
 

Feeding Hungry Kids... 
One Neighborhood  

at a Time 

View a brief presentation of 

the Lunch Lizard Summer 
Meal Program below. 

  

  

  

WCCF thanks our 

generous donors for 
making the Lunch Lizard 

a great success! 

 
A special thanks to: 

 
Bruce Dixson Fund 

 
Dave and Mary Wood 

Fund 
 

 
 

    
  

The Lunch Lizard Celebrates a  
Successful Pilot Summer! 

 

The Western Colorado Community Foundation 
partnered with Mesa County Valley School District 51's 

Nutrition Services to develop its first community 
leadership project, addressing food insecurity and child 

hunger in Mesa County this summer. 
  
District 51 Nutrition Services had previously provided 

summer meals at five schools in low income areas and 
were down to two sites this summer due to lost grant 

funding. This left some communities with free and 
reduced lunch rates of up to 80% with no summer 
meal options. 

  
The pilot program brought hot lunches to five different 

sites, from Orchard Mesa to Grand Junction, from June 
1 - July 16. Youth ages  
0-18 enjoyed a nutritious meal from the food 

truck. WCCF is ecstatic to report that the Lunch 
Lizard provided over 4,000 meals in its first 

summer! 
  
The Lunch Lizard would not have been possible without 

District 51 Nutrition Services Director Dan Sharp as an 
entrepreneurial partner who mobilized staff and 

resources to implement a sustainable model for our 
community.  The food, kitchen prep and two staff for 
the truck were covered through the USDA Summer 

Food Service Program which reimbursed the District for 
hot, nutritious meals made at Chipeta Elementary and 

delivered to low income areas. The food truck will be 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jQNwDK6f6VjQoOUdZp7EkN2mXv5jxL9SPseutwY0TA5LUu-SnmjnMgGryecTCIpZVEsDgoso5lAUagdEPOhIpepAsFYvpBYm_5kSTKKEcMgQylccRIkcMNDdvF1XRzyszTUJ4LZ7Ab1MHqW__TH_mJx3K9ZbjDHTS4caMox8V_CeTY4jkszBqkEbzfy9wTFunV6Ap3i3GLg=&c=F8y0C8VJL7lxTlG7IyPE_njA9zp_cJPA1C7gOt_TaiHhHs-ZLYTHNw==&ch=W_yLqhUH4ZuwVqr1hNwxo0Lo8RUJHUcI6Ctj3wXcccn5TYboCd1J5g==


Hunger Alliance of  
Mesa County featured 

through Colorado 
Nonprofit Association 

  

Last year, various food 
providers in Mesa County, 

from food pantries to soup 
kitchens to meal delivery 
programs, came together to 

talk about hunger needs 
and gaps in services in the 

Grand Valley. This group of 
about 40 organizations and 
agencies has come to be 

known as the Hunger 
Alliance of Mesa County and 

is meeting on a quarterly 
basis. WCCF is proud to be 
a part of a community 

where collaboration among 
organizations is the norm.  

  
For more information on the 
Hunger Alliance and hunger 

in Mesa County, please see 
Anne Wenzel's article in the 

Colorado Nonprofit 
Association's newsletter. 
  

 

 

Listening Tour coming to 
Garfield County 

August 31 

 
The Colorado Department of 
Human Services (CDHS) will 
host a listening tour in 

Glenwood Springs, along 
with 8 other counties this 

August. If you would like to 
participate and raise the 
profile of hunger in your 

community, please consider 
attending the event. 

 
For more information and to 

RSVP, please click the 
following to learn more 
about the CDHS Hunger 

Listening Tour. 

 

 

utilized during the school year to bring hot meals to 
alternative schools that do not have kitchens, including 

R-5, The Opportunity Center and Valley School West. 
  

School principals helped identify where kids spend their 
time in the summer and recruited volunteers, or 
"neighborhood liaisons", at each site to help spread the 

word about the Lunch Lizard within their community. 
Mesa County AmeriCorps volunteers were integral to 

the pilot, ensuring that day-to-day delivery of food 
went smoothly. Community organizations including 
Kids Aid, Marillac Clinic and Mesa County also 

supported the pilot - Kids Aid disbursed 780 bags of 
food through the Lunch Lizard! 

  
Partnering with the Western Slope Food Bank of the 
Rockies, an integrated flyer and map were created to 

better inform the community of where children could 
access free meals this summer. 

  
Various WCCF donors provided the grant funding to 

purchase, retrofit and wrap the truck to be welcoming 
and kid friendly. WCCF also thanks Rocky Mountain 
Health Plans Foundation and Share our Strength/Arby's 

Foundation for their generous support of the Lunch 
Lizard project. 

  
The need is clear, community support has been 
tremendous and WCCF is looking to expand sites in 

Mesa County with a second route next summer. We are 
also guiding and supporting other counties we work in 

who are asking for assistance to launch similar 
programs.  
  

Donor support, partners and grant funding are all 
welcome to help us expand and bring meals to youth 

next summer! 

  

 

 

Save the Date!  
Hunger Free Colorado's 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jQNwDK6f6VjQoOUdZp7EkN2mXv5jxL9SPseutwY0TA5LUu-SnmjnMoZdegpPqMxDkiyMYDJWPJ2UuJdoaPX8-jtFY8r6L-kz0tNjPpc0_g69K5R8suEHVLe89vGJ9ftsqpm5_2JovX11lWpoB2SSwxJg6kN7UTqc3p-jc7zmBoSorpCJ4KtX17Sm19zyd3ajT2AoqCEVkcjgQGin1zKiY25LI1dEI3FhbUhwFYmciOcdro2P3atIfxCxxzusOdLDFVNVeIgJwf3A7A5iSAsrQd7sfnFB40lyRChcKtbB4OeVRdbixUQSNsAafpE9SfN-JyX8Z2wpn9bdNadCsz6aUUKzhRKya7oYN_U79yfaJ6TA5byOpX3yrCN6B1gIWQhrXoBmHCuCzAc=&c=F8y0C8VJL7lxTlG7IyPE_njA9zp_cJPA1C7gOt_TaiHhHs-ZLYTHNw==&ch=W_yLqhUH4ZuwVqr1hNwxo0Lo8RUJHUcI6Ctj3wXcccn5TYboCd1J5g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jQNwDK6f6VjQoOUdZp7EkN2mXv5jxL9SPseutwY0TA5LUu-SnmjnMpN00NJE_49yt1iYLoEA70IVPbw708IBflehFzrHyHof35w_NTram52UJ5Bijt5PAPWwTUDfepB3LJ0oezn6NdaFPXIrIMRYnYfStOJF8DhPWGt6XDlERMLehKBLSeQj-S1wx036s73TfjSR9i7_oKDnCqkOF0nGAWWIiGf-60F57rz32TEcRlZpTXQQW9mwDYPfq1uivB2kduCVdXTJqzsPFqxKY5HG4ljPIk1P4pwtas_QtrJLdCKoiuFLta9q48e5ENX7TsHL752k-KtvFl8i0IHa-Vm-9sWXR3CNGNp6o6rgAqf--64Ldv8sDmydmTscU8fWeS7IdFrAvo34ux0=&c=F8y0C8VJL7lxTlG7IyPE_njA9zp_cJPA1C7gOt_TaiHhHs-ZLYTHNw==&ch=W_yLqhUH4ZuwVqr1hNwxo0Lo8RUJHUcI6Ctj3wXcccn5TYboCd1J5g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jQNwDK6f6VjQoOUdZp7EkN2mXv5jxL9SPseutwY0TA5LUu-SnmjnMpN00NJE_49yt1iYLoEA70IVPbw708IBflehFzrHyHof35w_NTram52UJ5Bijt5PAPWwTUDfepB3LJ0oezn6NdaFPXIrIMRYnYfStOJF8DhPWGt6XDlERMLehKBLSeQj-S1wx036s73TfjSR9i7_oKDnCqkOF0nGAWWIiGf-60F57rz32TEcRlZpTXQQW9mwDYPfq1uivB2kduCVdXTJqzsPFqxKY5HG4ljPIk1P4pwtas_QtrJLdCKoiuFLta9q48e5ENX7TsHL752k-KtvFl8i0IHa-Vm-9sWXR3CNGNp6o6rgAqf--64Ldv8sDmydmTscU8fWeS7IdFrAvo34ux0=&c=F8y0C8VJL7lxTlG7IyPE_njA9zp_cJPA1C7gOt_TaiHhHs-ZLYTHNw==&ch=W_yLqhUH4ZuwVqr1hNwxo0Lo8RUJHUcI6Ctj3wXcccn5TYboCd1J5g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jQNwDK6f6VjQoOUdZp7EkN2mXv5jxL9SPseutwY0TA5LUu-SnmjnMjO0IGFVf2r77UNXE-_ierRnSR4bxj2JxqtJ4P_cWsHEJyCq4nndJ9POYWzYI3Q0QnTWhtYKaVROrEghgDbUKlximSTTH7XEUPZOcktu6j4ETrl79uPu7o6U7oPSc-A18UR4BO38oHVuVFgtdLBKDZbJtjphWBCUaWWqezj29uglpy25b_RDFgFgeZZUJdofgbA_eNcEhEJR1T2Ey5w3oBMd83xOM11vm2nrfr598ORDBAJ2dfGHayTed-xt2uc704XMUECkpBxR&c=F8y0C8VJL7lxTlG7IyPE_njA9zp_cJPA1C7gOt_TaiHhHs-ZLYTHNw==&ch=W_yLqhUH4ZuwVqr1hNwxo0Lo8RUJHUcI6Ctj3wXcccn5TYboCd1J5g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jQNwDK6f6VjQoOUdZp7EkN2mXv5jxL9SPseutwY0TA5LUu-SnmjnMoZdegpPqMxDBA8iQBBtm9cunTPq8rSVrHkfwRy4RZKcu8sV6GtkqLbYfYlP5UPCynpiWOX1R1LfZS1GzrmmKwH0osjLKqYd4KF18d_szXG-XbDhjO3bU1fLnIe4T0bolf_Q8xnlCz92G_fJ4yGlq2D87EP4wEUW8OntQ00dbgDJ3I4AetajmkdE31a0kKtq2qqhIHoSKYcIVVL5jSH-bHIqYSIUOthEjo3GrDK2KYuvkeMybkWRkPFuOtRGjqdKYDDu5R65LlGX&c=F8y0C8VJL7lxTlG7IyPE_njA9zp_cJPA1C7gOt_TaiHhHs-ZLYTHNw==&ch=W_yLqhUH4ZuwVqr1hNwxo0Lo8RUJHUcI6Ctj3wXcccn5TYboCd1J5g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jQNwDK6f6VjQoOUdZp7EkN2mXv5jxL9SPseutwY0TA5LUu-SnmjnMoZdegpPqMxDihbrMi1QZfw2eEXLAY-_pDi_ggDAuX_I7yeOJDN39Gi0OGeSQJ401INjGE3aHHvhT6itvg9vt5TkU8W28z8F2V1zQVNjzF0d59ibJMZlRWYrvy6co8HAgyrsK0VORQ3p-351mgHGZn0rbIVfHMC9kKv2zVMQhUZiPOYaCXxxQZ1nta-73PwlR2dVPZe1OxteX3Gd0D_Obo_0K2ILzlU_hQxHf8ieevG6Hk_TwHkJU8qFDtmRDFgwW-YU9CiCGGTv6NelBlqxOfjQCLylE4PcCIiosXMY5YYJKE7IIsKSjbdEdj69FOhitQ==&c=F8y0C8VJL7lxTlG7IyPE_njA9zp_cJPA1C7gOt_TaiHhHs-ZLYTHNw==&ch=W_yLqhUH4ZuwVqr1hNwxo0Lo8RUJHUcI6Ctj3wXcccn5TYboCd1J5g==
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jQNwDK6f6VjQoOUdZp7EkN2mXv5jxL9SPseutwY0TA5LUu-SnmjnMoZdegpPqMxDYGtdebKZ8m0JTzGcEKlFbaFhIfh7wBAIstf_1UyvBKe6kz4_udZAua5v_XaIGVJjvxZJdmqhKPm82n-43KRkMC169LsaF2z8WNkqDOp5dsC-Nbm9Vh6OXBi6cyboucJISR9DCVr-j83tA2hg6Sw0aW1Q4BCnY0WjVT0jrdXxEPhEBj8qTDVBWOjpo_9b-qj0ffG3aFiIeAwksho1rSnSm8viCOv-PoOvpl_Gy6DunPfL85LO1aUz6EPLMEnQUfk_95iITWHV_OHOSlkS4AsuSckLqWtK0UeYxa-7IZ1y47zjcNsnBLkjE2mVV7jM71-_&c=F8y0C8VJL7lxTlG7IyPE_njA9zp_cJPA1C7gOt_TaiHhHs-ZLYTHNw==&ch=W_yLqhUH4ZuwVqr1hNwxo0Lo8RUJHUcI6Ctj3wXcccn5TYboCd1J5g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jQNwDK6f6VjQoOUdZp7EkN2mXv5jxL9SPseutwY0TA5LUu-SnmjnMoZdegpPqMxDYGtdebKZ8m0JTzGcEKlFbaFhIfh7wBAIstf_1UyvBKe6kz4_udZAua5v_XaIGVJjvxZJdmqhKPm82n-43KRkMC169LsaF2z8WNkqDOp5dsC-Nbm9Vh6OXBi6cyboucJISR9DCVr-j83tA2hg6Sw0aW1Q4BCnY0WjVT0jrdXxEPhEBj8qTDVBWOjpo_9b-qj0ffG3aFiIeAwksho1rSnSm8viCOv-PoOvpl_Gy6DunPfL85LO1aUz6EPLMEnQUfk_95iITWHV_OHOSlkS4AsuSckLqWtK0UeYxa-7IZ1y47zjcNsnBLkjE2mVV7jM71-_&c=F8y0C8VJL7lxTlG7IyPE_njA9zp_cJPA1C7gOt_TaiHhHs-ZLYTHNw==&ch=W_yLqhUH4ZuwVqr1hNwxo0Lo8RUJHUcI6Ctj3wXcccn5TYboCd1J5g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jQNwDK6f6VjQoOUdZp7EkN2mXv5jxL9SPseutwY0TA5LUu-SnmjnMoZdegpPqMxDYa3FjMeMZjYnp26-4hi-UPI1_85FaKzOEH7QeLjNSnBdcGBSRfojFOYxQPB9u7lBXqd_fykmuthwMF6M_ke3S_bNZyet2fUfPZpqVkufNnmnLtXzWaRr-_AJMFWmu_ExaA_MfIrtY0xxZxTvGVTjifrZ9Jp0DkNI2PZsl-s7TZxpycF1eLEqrHfn8_URlBFiKSFUMVOCalEYPYT97dJIvkxaDl4AJ0Eiv1suP2HKm1FgZTPEQeC9Qeicmj7R_g3KELhbW9W9Bir-bfVI5yo13w==&c=F8y0C8VJL7lxTlG7IyPE_njA9zp_cJPA1C7gOt_TaiHhHs-ZLYTHNw==&ch=W_yLqhUH4ZuwVqr1hNwxo0Lo8RUJHUcI6Ctj3wXcccn5TYboCd1J5g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jQNwDK6f6VjQoOUdZp7EkN2mXv5jxL9SPseutwY0TA5LUu-SnmjnMoZdegpPqMxDYa3FjMeMZjYnp26-4hi-UPI1_85FaKzOEH7QeLjNSnBdcGBSRfojFOYxQPB9u7lBXqd_fykmuthwMF6M_ke3S_bNZyet2fUfPZpqVkufNnmnLtXzWaRr-_AJMFWmu_ExaA_MfIrtY0xxZxTvGVTjifrZ9Jp0DkNI2PZsl-s7TZxpycF1eLEqrHfn8_URlBFiKSFUMVOCalEYPYT97dJIvkxaDl4AJ0Eiv1suP2HKm1FgZTPEQeC9Qeicmj7R_g3KELhbW9W9Bir-bfVI5yo13w==&c=F8y0C8VJL7lxTlG7IyPE_njA9zp_cJPA1C7gOt_TaiHhHs-ZLYTHNw==&ch=W_yLqhUH4ZuwVqr1hNwxo0Lo8RUJHUcI6Ctj3wXcccn5TYboCd1J5g==


A Special Thank You to 
our Community Partners 

 
Many components went into 
launching the Lunch Lizard 

and we would like to extend 
a special thank you to 
community volunteers from 

AmeriCorps and Kids Aid in 
making sure kids received 

adequate nutrition this 
summer. In Colorado, 1 in 7 
people struggle with having 

enough food to meet their 
basic needs. Studies show 

that when children receive 
nutritious meals, they are 
more ready to start school 

off on the right foot and 
better able to engage in the 

classroom. We know that 
once students fall behind in 

school, it is exceedingly 
difficult for them to catch 
up to their peers. 

  

 
  

The Western Colorado 

Community Foundation is 

confirmed in compliance with 

National Standards for U.S. 

Community Foundations by 

the Council on Foundations. 

 
 

  

  
September 29, 2015 

  
One in seven Coloradans are not always sure when or 

where they will get their next meal. Hunger Free 
Colorado strives to diminish such statistics and is one 

of the state's leaders working to make sure that every 
Coloradan has access to the food they need to thrive. 
  

The Summit will be held in Denver and include 
nonprofit organizations, educators, faith community 

leaders, government representatives, foundation and 
corporate leadership, and community members for a 
full day of cross-sector learning. 

  
Register before August 31 for the best rates at 

http://www.hungerfreecolorado.org/summit/ 

 

 

  

August 
Listening Tour  

  

Healthier Colorado is holding various town hall 
meetings throughout Colorado to learn how to make 

communities stronger and healthier. To learn more, 
please visit  

Healthier CO's listening tour. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jQNwDK6f6VjQoOUdZp7EkN2mXv5jxL9SPseutwY0TA5LUu-SnmjnMoZdegpPqMxD9kFJ-hj8hYbq4sb-8rCRlEefgarnwCcli3cSpnRwI6-DYsWUc-vR4KIgvcpNuUUNY3XEJLt50etg0nqok1UA9JZ7yjNa17NJXu6KSlxY1PgZnN-uA_3aBORmsw9QGeUwLawvi8HfpOI6xDG39qfQiMgXocTJTsvTaiIlT9AqMJKmTCjamA-iN59g4W6JLQyNTDGXrJT5aFPXtO7csUfMS9yz2qSrImJre_T10ZoOJxw6mQ2pt1C3nVee-0n6itoC4KIlKY1y64Y=&c=F8y0C8VJL7lxTlG7IyPE_njA9zp_cJPA1C7gOt_TaiHhHs-ZLYTHNw==&ch=W_yLqhUH4ZuwVqr1hNwxo0Lo8RUJHUcI6Ctj3wXcccn5TYboCd1J5g==
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